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sumptuous repasts, precious stones, a royal palace, black
and white slaves — everything one can wish for — even
the hand of a princess/'
In 1874, then, he was nominated Professor of Political
Economy at the Faculty of Law of Bordeaux. He became
the holder of this Chair in 1879, after arousing a certain
notoriety in this town through lessons and lectures on
the most fanciful subjects,' given with such brilliant form
and ingenious turn of mind that he made a great impres-
sion upon his listeners and particularly upon the women
in his audiences. He lectured notably on the History of
Fairies, the Mormon Church, the Source of the Nile.
La Girondeof March 16, 1876, published, on his lecture
on the Revolution in Japan, given under the auspices of
the Philomathic Society of Bordeaux, a report in terms
of high praise, of which here is a characteristic extract:
With rare originality of mind, perfect ease and a thorough
knowledge of his subject, M. Gide impressed upon his audience
the details, as curious as they are little known, of the customs,
manners, character and social and political organisation of Japan
before 1868. He then led them to imagine the radical transforma-
tion which suddenly took place in this strange people, not from
below, as with us, but from above, under the influence of foreign
contact and thanks to the contrivances and the energetic will-power
of a clever statesman. It was difficult to show clearly all that was
truly marvellous in this revolution, carried through by one man in
the heart of a population which for centuries had been looked upon
as passive and immovable, to paint, with consummate art, a picture
of that Japanese society suddenly relinquishing all its traditions,
cutting, as he put it, all its cables to fling itself headlong into the
great flood of European civilisation. Large and liberal opinions,
lofty perceptions, humour and eloquence, grace and delicacy, a
simple but elegant style, these are the chief qualities united in
M. Gide, making of him one of the best lecturers one could pos-
sibly listen to and applaud.
His intellectual and moral development
^       whimsical spirit was always in evidence even in
Gide's most severe labours. It was his natural reaction

